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It does present the same problems, no
doubt. But most importantly, it changes
the approach to learning. Most music
students are at least somewhat familiar
with the outline of the basic concepts,
either in the form of grade school piano
or maybe a music history class. If,
instead of teaching the basics, we start
with the basics, even at a very young
age, then perhaps a revolution in the
way people learn, think, and process
music could occur. Much of the article
actually states that we tend to learn
passively now, which is a huge problem.
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While it is true that we learn (or try to
learn) in passive, coddled ways now,
and that's also true of music students,
there is reason to hope that we can
change things. Students of any age are
endlessly influenced by the media in
one form or another. It goes without
saying that music and music media are
most influential, but the internet is
increasingly the new mass media, and it
can have a tremendous influence on
people. Music is social, and whatever
the issues are in a given place or time,
what people do changes how they
perceive issues. This means that trends
in music are coming from both young
and old people, the young becoming
exposed to the music of others they
couldn't know before, and the old
changing in the ways they learn about
music. For the young, the change is only
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going to get greater in the next
decades, whether it be music media,
new technologies, whatever. I don't
have faith that the average college
student is going to change their lives for
the better, but I do believe that I could
become a huge influence in their lives in
ways not possible a decade ago. He was
no match, nor was I, for the flightless
bird of affection. I was able to land
safely, though, and was glad to be on
the other side of the ocean. -- Petrarch
~ Talk:Modernism/October_19_1981_-_S
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